LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER       387
Dracut who, fascinated by the stage, and conscious of dramatic power, had obtained an engagement at one of the Boston theatres, and who was for about two years earnestly devoted to her profession, when Mr. Benjamin Butler proffered his hand and heart, and won her back to domestic life. I found that she still loved the art, and prevailed on her to read to me some of her favorite passages in Shakespeare. She read, I remember, the prison scene in "Measure for Measure" with a passionate pathos that made me half regret that the "smart Lowell lawyer" had won her away from Melpomene and all her tragic glooms and splendors.
From General Grant to General Butler
CITY POINT, Deo. 6,1864
A MOVEMENT will commence on the left to-morrow morning. Make immediate preparations so that your forces can be used north of the river if the enemy withdraw, or south if they should be required. Let all your men have two (2) days' cooked rations in haversacks. During to-morrow night withdraw to the left of your line at Bermuda the force you propose sending south, unless otherwise ordered. It will be well to get ready as soon as you can to blow out the end of the canal.
U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General
From General Butler to General Grant
Deo. t1h, 1864, 2 P.M
BBIG. GEN. LTJDLOW made a dash upon the other side of the river opposite Dutch Gap and captured a half dozen of the enemy's pickets and drove the rest away. We now hold that bank, and Major Michie is engaged in making his surveys and soundings preparatory to opening the canal.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comdg.
From General Grant to General Butler
CITY POINT, Dec. 7,1864, 2 10 P.M.
GOOD for Ludlow! Is it possible now to take advantage of the lodgment effected by him to carry the heights south of the river? Please have this matter looked into.
Warren moved at daylight this morning.
U. S. GRANT, Li. Gen'l.